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Celebrating a Local Teaching Legend

By Christopher Madrid oy —— - M

There is no other person like
James Paul Tribble. In his 50 years at
Everglades City School, generations
of students have been shaped by his
presence. His influence was in full
view during the retirement celebration
held on May 15, when dozens of
guests broke into tears. Now, after half
a century of teaching the community,
he hangs up his hat, leaving behind
a building dedicated to his legacy.

4 M \ig_é(\ Serving Everglades City, Chokoloskee and surrounding communities. F R E E

“Before school, during school,
during free periods, like everybody
said, groups of us would gather
in his classroom—and yes, we
talked about art and sports cars, but
we also talked about life. About
hard things, important things,”

id Barbara Small .
said Barbara Smallwood Paul Tribble shows off the plaque dedicating the art building s new name. Photo by Patty Huff

“Those conversations quietly
shaped how young people walk
into adulthood. His warmth
made every day easier.”

their hearts. The impact Tribble
left was undeniable. It was clear,
then, why Collier County Schools

dedicated a building in his honor.
There are no words that can

properly illustrate his impact. Nearly
a dozen people gave speeches,

with tears in their eyes and joy in
000%:.00,0 800,800
Xy "0‘243 0806600209
y 8¢ '\’,k S“)

&

“It’s my great privilege to recognize
you, Paul Tribble, for 50 extraordinary
years of service, dedication, and

Staff and teachers sing “Seasons of Love” from the musical “Rent,” and revised by Everglades

City music teacher John Stein. Photos by Maria Shealy
elebrating 50 Years ot .
> In(spiring Hear tss& - excellence in education. This Public Schools, on behalf of the
Changigg}jlve ¥ dedication honors not only a career, faculty of Everglades City, on behalf
e Zw& & Gradegede R but a calling faithfully fulfilled,” of the students and the families
said Dr. Leslie Ricciardelli, Collier in the community, thank you.”

©®  James Paul Tribble o
Thank yo\:rforxlea\\;:;gal;sting impacfa» 7 County Superlntendent Of SChOOls' Trlbble began teaChlng at

gl oG jon: “May this building forever remind ~ Everglades City School in August

M“y,j;ﬁ()% i future generations that creativity of 1975. He was one of four new
matters, that teachers matter, and teachers employed by Principal
that one devoted educator can Tom Chambers, along with Becky
4 leave a mark that lasts far beyond a Wright, David Stump, and Fred
Nioplis? O e lifetime. So on behalf of the Board
Attendees were encouraged to leave their fingerprint on this canvas. of Education of Collier County Tribble continued on pg. 3
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Saturday, June 27

1 Independence Day

' Celebration

| 10:00 AM-1:00 P |
| Mcleod Park
| Fireworks Show

| 9:00 PM-McLeod Park
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Monday, June 1 Tuesday, June 2 Wednesday, June 3 Thursday, June 4 Friday, June 5
Diaz-Balart Team Ladies Coffee Friday Sn*ial.
Everglades City Hall 8:30 AM Rod & Gun Club
2:30 PM Island Café a:00.PM
TN
Monday, June 8 Tuesday, June 9 Wednesday, June 10 Thursday, June 11 Friday, June 12
AA meeting Ladies Coffee ‘
éuﬂﬂ I:MIj 8:30 AM
verglades ; \
Community Church Lity Sotii ‘ ,
Monday, June 15 Tuesday, June 16 Wednesday, June 17 Thursday, June 18 Friday, June 19
Ao Ladies Coffee = 8:30 AM |
4:00 PM Island Café
Everglades '
Community Church Third Thursday Lecture f
Series: Faith on the |
Frontier = 2:00 PM
Museum of the Everglades Z
Sunday, June 21 Monday, June 22 Tuesday, June 23 Wednesday, June 24 Thursday, June 25 Friday, June 26
AA meeting Ladies Coffee X
é:l]l] I:Mlj 8:30 AM
verglades :
Community Church Lity Sesfmid
1
c :
Sunday, June 28 Monday, June 29 Tuesday, June 30 ; ; A ] o bl
To list your upcoming event, meeting, or activity fr
ﬁﬁll’]"f,ﬂ'"g in the calendar, send details to Lynn@coastalbreezenews.com.
Everglades Deadline for the June edition of the Mullet Rapper is June 15th.
Community Church
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This edition marks a brand-new look for the Mullet Rapper.
The publication has gone through several iterations since Patty
Huff first launched the newspaper to help keep residents and
visitors informed about the community.

What began as a simple newsletter eventually evolved into the
newspaper format readers know today. Over the years, the Mullet
Rapper has covered happenings at Everglades City Hall, school
news, area businesses, fishing, local events, iconic landmarks,
local history, the people, and the many clubs and organizations
that make this area unique.

It has now been more than a year since Coastal Breeze News
acquired the Mullet Rapper from its previous owner. During the
past four months, we held a logo contest and encouraged read-
ers to vote on several different designs. The logo receiving the
most votes has officially become the new masthead and logo for
the Mullet Rapper.

From all the entries that selected the winning logo, one name
was drawn to receive a $150 cash prize. Congratulations to Paula
Gisewhite, who was presented with the winning check alongside
her husband.

All remaining entries were then placed back into the drawing
bowl, and a consolation prize of $100 was awarded to Kenneth
Kubik.

Congratulations to both of our winners and thank you to
everyone who participated in the contest.

We also encourage our readers to continue sharing story ideas,
suggestions, and comments with us. Your support and involve-
ment help keep the Mullet Rapper a true community publication.

Fresh New Look for the Mullet Rapper
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Hundreds of guests came to celebrate Paul Tribble s retirement.

Tribble from pg. 1

Holbert. Since then, he has touched
countless lives with his strength,
love, faith, perseverance, kindness,
and unwavering support.

The retirement celebration featured
a cake that aptly proclaimed: “Mr.
Tribble, the Man, the Myth, the
Legend,” along with activity booths.
One such booth invited guests to
leave a green-colored fingerprint
resembling a leaf on a large canvas of
a tree, in tribute to the lives Tribble
cultivated. Another booth hosted by
a photographer snapped fun pictures,
and towards the entrance was a “take
what you want” stand of student
artwork created during his class.

The presentation opened with an
adaptation of the song “525,600
Minutes,” which honored the time
Mr. Tribble dedicated to his students.
A presentation showcasing each
yearbook photo of Tribble was
followed by one of his students,
Eden Tish, addressing the crowd.

“You have made great memories for
not just me, but other students over the
years, and everyone will miss you. We
love you, Mr. Tribble, and thank you
for all you’ve done for your students.”

Many other speakers also shared
their thoughts and stories. One
humorous story came from Holly
Dudley, Director of the Florida
Stone Crabbers Association.

“We were battling the Florida heat,
sweat, mosquitoes, and Mr. Tribble
suddenly announced, ‘Someone
forgot to put on deodorant and they

&

The Paul Tribble Art Buil

Dedication To

ding
In Honor of 50 Years of Love and
Everglades City Students

2026

Collier County Superintendent of Schools Dr. Leslie Ricciardelli and Paul Tribble.

smell like a buzzard!” Immediately,
every student began checking their
underarms. As it turned out, it
wasn’t one of us students at all. It
was Mr. Tribble himself. We called
him the ‘Buzzard’ after that.”

Pastor Lynette Morris of
Chokoloskee Church also
recounted an anecdote of
Tribble’s endless generosity.

“At Chokoloskee Church of
God, when I was pastoring, you
handed me a check that helped
me to purchase a van for our kids.
God has blessed you because you
invest in children. You have more
children than anyone that I know.”

Gerald Lewis, head basketball
coach at Everglades City School
and an alumnus, was also one
of Tribble’s students back in the
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80s. He was one of many students
who felt at peace in his room.

“Your door, I can still see it. I'm
sorry if I get emotional because it’s
emotional for me. I can still see
your door, and it’s like the welcome
lounge now. Every kid that ever came
through this place knew that Paul
Tribble’s door was open to them.”

Becky Wright, his coworker
and carpool buddy, said she
placed her faith in him during
long and dangerous drives.

“We would be riding home, 80
miles an hour, during rain, in Paul’s
Corvette with no windshield wipers. |
was not the least bit concerned if Paul
Tribble was driving. And I figured,
you know, He’ll take care of him. So
Tribble, I can literally say that you and
I have been through fire and
rain together and have stayed
friends all these years. I’'m so
glad Tom Chambers hired us.”

While Tribble is retiring,
he plans to return to campus
on occasion. As for what
comes next, he is keeping his
future plans open, trusting
in God’s guidance during
the next chapter of his life.

“God has a way of
communicating that we don’t
all fully understand. But I
think he’s telling me it’s my
time to move on. [’'m not
fully gone, though. I’ll be
visiting from time to time.”
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“There are no other Ever-
glades in the world. They are,
they have always been, one
of the unique regions of the
earth; remote, never wholly
known. Nothing anywhere
else is like them.”

~ Marjory Stoneman Douglas
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Everglades City High School Celebrates 100 Years!

By Patty Huff

Congratulations to our Everglades
City High School — this year
celebrating its 100th anniversary!
The first graduating class in 1926
consisted of just one student! Does
anyone know who that student was?

The first formal lessons for students
of this community were taught
at the Storter family home (now
the Rod and Gun Club) beginning
in 1893. Two years later, the first
dedicated schoolhouse was built at
the mouth of the Barron River but
was later destroyed by a tornado. In
1910, a second school building was
constructed but was washed away by
the notorious 1910 hurricane. In his
book “Crackers in the Glade,” Rob
Storter describes the scene: “The first
hurricane I remember was in 1910.
Sixteen years had passed and we had
not had a hurricane in Everglade.
The wind blew for several days from
the northeast and we had lots of hard
rains... Sometime after midnight the
rains stopped, but the wind carried
the scow across a barbed-wire fence
and lodged it between the mangroves.
We watched as our little schoolhouse
floated by us like a box. It lodged in
the mangroves and tore to pieces.”

In 1923, Barron Collier purchased
the town of Everglade from the
Storter family and created Everglades
as the county seat. During the
next several years, he built all the
necessary facilities needed for a
company town, including a new
school. Marya Repko wrote in
her book “A Brief History of the
Everglades City Area” that “The
school, which had been moved
further up the river to its present
site, was enlarged in 1923 to two
rooms and had 45 pupils. It expanded
further in 1926 and catered to
students from grades one through
12.” Barron Collier built the high
school wing, and the graduating class
that first year consisted of just one
student. Carolyn Thompson recalls
graduating in 1951 and attending
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EVERGLADES CITY SCHOOL

The first lessons were tau i
ght in 1893 in the Storter h
(r;:\:f tlhe Rod & Gun). A school house was built sevoer:‘aei
years later but it was washed away in the hurricane of
1910. After Barron Collier bought the town, he added a

high school at this site in 1926 which
s
area, as this school still does. HYye areater

In 1995 the old school was re-constructed into the campus
we now know. However, teachers have lasted longer than
buildings and continue to inspire their students.

Everglades City School is rare in that it has classes from
Pre-K through High School on the one campus.

EVERGLADES SOCIETY FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION, 2014

Photo by Patty Huff
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Photo Courtesy of Collier County Museums
This is the original two-story building before it was torn down in the 1960s after Hurricane Donna. Collier County built new buildings in 1995-96
and completed the modern school campus serving pre-k through twelfth-grade students.

Photo Courtesy of Craig Woodward

Local historian Craig Woodward's mother was a teacher; he sent in this photo from the school’s 1969 yearbook.

classes in the two-story
main building. Prior

to the Chokoloskee
causeway completion
in 1956, students
would have to travel
by boat to attend high
school. It should be
noted that the Collier
County school district
did not provide any
high school education ;
for Black students until k‘
the late 1960s (this will &
be discussed further
in a future article).

At this time, the
Everglades Society
for Historic Preservation would like
to extend our congratulations to
the eleven high school seniors who

Photo provided by Carolyn Thompson

graduate on May 15, 2026, the 100*
anniversary of the first graduate!
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Everglades
Airpark News

By Harry A. Henkel

The Collier County Airport
Authority has received five bids for
repairs to the Hangar Building at our
Everglades Airpark. The County’s
Facilities Manager is in the process
of reviewing the bids to determine
who will be awarded the contract.

We are told the repairs
will begin soon.

On Friday, May 15, a pilot from
Melbourne, Florida, brought a
photographer from Plane and Pilot, a
nationally known industry magazine,
to Everglades City. The purpose of
their visit was to take photos of points
of interest and restaurants here in
Everglades City. I met them at our
airport at 10:00 AM. Our first stop was

the new Marjorie Stoneham Douglas
Everglades National Park Visitor’s
Center. Directly across the street,
pictures were taken of The Gator Hole
and the Diving Pelican restaurant.
From there, we drove to HavAnnA
Cafe and on to the Smallwood Store.

Submitted Photos

Our next stop was the Rod and
Gun Club. We drove by the Visitor’s
Center and stopped in the Museum
of the Everglades. I took them for a
ride along the waterfront to see the
new homes being built, along with
our historic homes. We then stopped

by Triad Seafood and introduced
the photographer to their staff as
they were preparing to close for the
summer. Next stop was City Seafood
and Camellia Street Grill. Their
staff prepared three signature dishes
and insisted on giving them to the
three of us. We took a ride over to
Grimm’s Seafood for a few more
photos, including the airboat ride
companies. Our goal for doing this
is to promote not only the Airpark
but also the businesses and places
of interest in our fair communities
here and around Everglades City.

On May 18, another 7,000 gallons
of fuel were delivered to our airport.
This delivery brings the total to
35,500 gallons since mid-July. In
years past, only 1,000 planes came
through our airport. Since having
fuel to sell, estimates are nearing
5,000 plane activities within a ten-
month period! T-shirts celebrating our
airport are available upon request.

Another

Successful Year
By Elaine Middelstaedt

The Everglades Lions Club has been
serving the community since 1952 and
is already starting to plan for its 75th
anniversary celebration in November
2027. Lions Clubs International is
the largest service organization in the
world, with over a million members
worldwide. The organization started
in 1917 in Chicago, and at one of
its early conventions, was asked by
Helen Keller to become Knights of
the Blind. One of the main missions
of Lions is to provide corrective
eye treatment and glasses to needy
children and adults of the community,
and since its beginning, cooking has
been a well-established fundraising
tradition of Everglades Lions.

The Lions Foundation of
Everglades was established in 2009
after the club received a generous
bequest from the estate of a former
Lion. The Foundation is both the
fundraiser and the donor arm of
the Lions and is recognized by the
IRS as a charity able to receive tax-
deductible contributions. Fundraisers
included dinners at Everglades Isle, a
community chicken BBQ in McLeod
Park, and the Chuck Wagon at the
Everglades Seafood Festival.

The Lions Club and the Foundation
participated in many community
activities, including Trunk or
Treat, the Airpark support event,
the Swamp Heritage Festival, the
Easter Egg Hunt, and the “Gator
Walk” at Everglades City School.
Hot dogs, burgers, and lemonade
were served at most events. The
Foundation was a principal sponsor
of the very successful Hook ‘em
in the Glades fishing tournament,
which enabled a $14,000 donation
to several entities in the Everglades

City School, as well as a $600
donation to the school’s Book Fair.

Fourteen members of the community
received eye exams and eyeglasses
courtesy of the Lions. The Lighthouse
of Collier made a presentation of
its services to the blind and visually
impaired and was given a donation
in support of its valuable mission.
Contributions were made to Holly’s
Hope for assistance in drug rehab, to

GENERAL
STORE

“We Have Yust
About Cverything”

GIFTS e T-SHIRTS
MARINE e TACKLE

Gloves
Hats & Clothing
Hardware
Plumbing
Stainless Hardware
Cleaning Supplies
Garden
Boating Equipment
& Much More

(239) 695-3201
wincarinc.com

209 N. Collier Ave, Everglades City

the City for the Independence Day
fireworks, and to the Everglades Society
for Historic Preservation for graduating
seniors’ banners and in support of the
Bank of Everglades restoration project.
In addition, Lions generously supported
the Lions Club International Foundation,
the District 35-1 Disaster Fund, and other
Lions entities. The total contributed by
the Foundation since July 1, 2025, was
more than $42,000. Thank you, Lions!

SHOT THROUGH THE EYE
G. A. SEYFERT

OPEN DAILY
1PM-6PM

207 BROADWAY AVE
EVERGLADES CITY, FL 34139

e \WILDLIFE

PHOTOGRAPHY
e ENVIRONMENTAL

AWARENESS

® REGIONAL ARTS

e CAFE & CIGAR BAR

WWW.SHOTTHROUGHTHEEYE.COM | SEYGEO@COMCAST.NET | 617.780.5296
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Everglades City Independence
Day Celebration

From Mayor Grimm
City of Everglades ,

The 4th of July Q&t‘!ﬁ%ls

right around the_&m r.an

need your supp(ﬂr(‘) brlnglﬁe.
Everglades City dhmﬁ‘lg ‘ggendence,

Day Celebration to Tifer

great day and night. We really want
to keep this tradition going, but we
need some help to make it happen.

Flreworks?‘s‘ind\;/c"an be expensive,
7 dnd we rely‘pn domtlons from people
i gms to_cover the
unt you-ean give would
1ﬂerénci§?1d help us put
A4 for everyone to enjoy.

We are reaclnng ouf toask if
you’d be willing to help sup ort the
Independence Day Celebration parade;
party, and fireworks'show this \?rsar/\

If you’re ble to contrlbute please
stop by City Hall water department or
post the check to Clty of Everglades
and mail it to PO B Box 110, Everglades
City, FL, 34139. Please make sure
to put July 4th in the memo.

This event is’something a lot\' f
families in our community look
forward to every year. It’s a fun way
for everyone to come together, spend
time with loved ones, and enjoy a

Thank you so much for all your
support — we really appreciate it!

Celebrate Independence Day With Us!

Saturday, June 27t 10 AM — 1 PM @ McLeod Park, Everglades City
Event Schedule:
10:00 AM — Opening Ceremonies on the front steps of City Hall
Parade — Immediately following the ceremony
Festival at McLeod Park — Vendor booths, delicious food, and exciting raffles
11:00 AM — Little Miss & Mister Firecracker Contest

12:30 PM — Raffle Winners Announced
9:00 PM — Spectacular Fireworks Show

Want to join the parade?
Contact Karen @ City Hall 239-777-6614 or KCochran@CityofEverglades.org to enter.

Come celebrate with us for a day of fun, community, and patrioti;;}n!

Donation Form

City of Everglades
PO box 110
Everglades City, FL. 34139
239-695-3871
July 4% Fand

1 would like to donate § to the Everglades City Independence Day Celebration

Name:

Company / Organization:

Address:

Phone: Email:

Make your check payable to the City of Everglades with a memo “4'" July”. Drop off at City Hall or mail to
PO Box 110 Everglades City, FL 34139.
You may donate by credit card by calling City Hall 239-695-3781

Excellent home style cafe
Friendly staff, great food,
reasonably priced.

Outdoor seating available.

OPEN
7 days a week, 6 AM - 9 PM

Mayor’s Annual Fish Fry Honors
Hometown Heroes

Photos by Chrlstopher Madrld

The Greater Naples Fire Rescue Team gathers around the red, white, and blue American Flag cake.

By Christopher Madrid

Over 100 participants gathered for
food and a good time at the Mayor’s
Annual Fish Fry on May 2nd. Plenty
of ‘hometown heroes’ also partook
in the festivities and even got to slice
through an American flag cake.

“We love to show some love for
our first responders, veterans, and
active military,” said Mayor Howie
Grimm. “It’s a way for us to give
back and show them how much
we appreciate their service.”

For around 20 years and counting,
the Mayor of Everglades City
has thrown a food soiree in honor
of officers, veterans, EMS, and
firefighters. This year, they served
up freshly fried grouper—a pleasing
surprises—with hush puppies,
coleslaw, baked beans, and cake.

Pastor Gary Haug led a short prayer
of appreciation for the community
and heroes. After food was served,

N | " x . 1
Mayor Howze Grlmm holds hls granddaughter while speakmg with attendees.

the cake was cut by local Fire Rescue
crews, and the community steadily ate
their way through the red, white, and
blue. A donation jar was generously
filled for the Everglades City
fireworks fund throughout the event.

“We’re going to have fireworks this
year, especially since it’s the 250th
anniversary,” said Mayor Grimm.
“We order them on an off day so we
get a better price, and earlier too, so
people can go to Naples as well.”

Although many first responders
attended, a few were preoccupied
with a fire in Big Cypress. Fires
have been raging from Big Cypress
to the Florida Bay as of late, partly
caused by the excessive drought.
South Florida’s habitats are estimated
to be one foot below the necessary
minimum for water levels, especially
compared to previous years.

“We appreciate all of our first
responders and our military as
well, and all that they do for us.”
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\ thstonc Island Escape in
" Chokoloskee, FL

N o Clean, comfortable motel rooms, kichenette '. \ o0 CHOKOLOSKE L
suites, cozy cottages & fishing lodges -
all with A/C. Wi-Fi & modern amenities.

; * Located right on the water — closest marinato |
3 \ Chokoloskee Pass & Gulf acces. ’

3 Friendly locally-owned island hospitality in a qui
'f \ Old-Florida fi shlng wllage »

_ Perfect For:
= Anglers & Fishing Enthusiasts J., ,,

€ Nature & Everglades Explorers ,,'i‘ *‘

Boaters & Dockside Adventurers® .
: , Families, Couples & Pet Friendly Travel,|
"Mﬁwm i st IV _

B

Book Your Chokoloskee Escape Today'

D 1180 Chokoloskee Dr, Chokoloskee, FL 34138
\. (239) 695- 3261 ° www. ParkwayMotelMarlna com.

— — e

I Full-Service Marina

Te Overnight Boat Slips & Dock Rentals

, e Premium ValvTect® Marine Fuel & Ice
o Live Bait, Tackle Shop & Fishing Supplies

. Coolers, Snacks, Drinks & Essentials on Site

=7 Accommodations
ERe Motel Rooms & Suites - Standard &
Kitchenette Units.
Allinclude: ¢ Air Conditioning

e Cable TV, 1
e High - Speed Wi-Fi.
P AR KWAY= Refrigerator & &
IMTTII'.CE Cof‘Fee Maker

= TRY OUR
BLOODY STONED'

Our signature over-the-top
Bloody Mary loaded with shrimp, —
olives, and bold flavor.

A local favorite you won’t forget.

* Famous Cuban sandwiches
. Daily food & drink specials
__* Traditional Cuban café con leche

~ LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY 5, |

& AMAZING FOOD!

= 191 Smallwood Dr,
' _Chokoloskee, FL 34138

2 39- 695 2214

e BAN&CRACKER CUISINE - CHOKOLOSKEE
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Faith on the Frontier

A History of Churches in the Everglades Area

Submitted

For the June Third Thursday Lecture Series,
Museum Assistant Mathew Anderson, who also
serves as a Deacon at the First Baptist Church of
Everglades City, will explore the origins of the
area’s many congregations and the places they
meet to pray — dating back to the turn of the last

i e
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A Historic Photo

By Mathew Anderson
Museum Assistant
This drawing was created by

Everglades pioneer Robert Lee Storter
Jr. and depicts a 1913 baptism service

SOMETHING 1 CaNT

(913 - A BAPTIzE~NG

40 WAS puprissp A
VW 124 WNAvVvER TFouR i,

century. For many early settlers in the region

where Collier County began, their faith was the
foundation of pioneer life and erecting a rustic
chapel often took precedence over opening a school.

Fogg‘r e}
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at Mr. McKinney’s Landing on
Chokoloskee Island, where minister
Tom Crews baptized forty people
following a revival. Storter later
recalled the event as “a very precious
memory” that he would “never
forget,” inspiring him to preserve the
moment through this illustration of
early spiritual life in the Everglades.

MIKE’S OUTBOARD
SERVICE LLC

MERCURY - YAMAHA - SUZUKI
ELECTRONICS, GPS, POWER POLES, JACK
PLATES, STEREO SYSTEMS, TROLLING MO-

TORS, PUMPS, REWIRES, TROUBLE SHOOTING
BOAT SYSTEMS & PROP WIZARD.

MIKE LYNE
OWNER / MECHANIC

145 FLICKER LANE, PO BOX 66
EVERGLADES CITY, FL 34139

MIKESOUTBOARDSERVICE@GMAIL
CALL OR TEXT

305-619-3774

Despite its small size, the community has long
been a veritable melting pot of many faiths and
Mr. Anderson will share stories of how even the
museum itself once hosted Catholic masses and
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how county founder Barron Gift Collier ensured
that people of all denominations would always
be welcome to worship in Everglades City.

Come to Faith on the Frontier Thursday,
June 18, from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM at the
Museum of the Everglades, 105 Broadway
Ave W., Everglades City, Florida.

7 7z

ZSLAND
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Rob Lee Storter Jr. (1894—-1987)
was one of the most important early
chroniclers of life in the Everglades
region. Born in the town of Everglade
to a pioneering family that arrived in
Southwest Florida in 1881, Storter
grew up among the Ten Thousand
Islands, Everglade, and Naples during
a time when the region remained one
of America’s last frontiers. His uncle,
George Storter Jr., is considered the
town founder. He opened the first
post office and built the home that
now serves as the center of the Rod
& Gun Club. Through Rob’s books,
journals, stories, sketches, paintings,
and carvings, he preserved firsthand
accounts of pioneer life, hunting
camps, church revivals, trading
posts, alligator hunters, Seminole
neighbors, and the hardships of living
in the isolated frontier communities
of early Southwest Florida.

The Museum of the Everglades
holds a significant collection of Rob
Storter material, including original
drawings, writings, photographs, and
interpretive resources connected to
his life and work. His recollections
are especially valuable because they

Photo Courtesy of Collier County Museums

serve as primary-source accounts from
someone who personally witnessed
the transformation of the Everglades
from an isolated frontier settlement
into a connected modern community.
Many of the stories, people, and
events he described were never
formally documented elsewhere,
making his work an essential resource
for interpreting local history.

In the lecture Faith on the
Frontier: A Brief History of
Churches in the Everglades Area,
Storter’s writings and artwork are
being used as primary historical
sources to help explain the role
of faith and religion in early
Everglades communities. His
drawing and description of the
1913 baptism at Mr. McKinney’s
Landing provides a rare firsthand
glimpse into frontier revival culture
in the Everglades. His words
vividly capture both the emotional
atmosphere of these events and the
importance of church gatherings in
isolated pioneer communities, where
religion often served as one of the
few sources of social connection,
hope, and shared identity.
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CONGRATS TO THE CLASS OF 2026!
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Photo by Maria Loup Shealy

Local, native, resident guides
ILomEvergl_aqg_s_ City area.
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e CAPTAIN WAYNE KRYSTOPA

Call to book an amazing
Everglades fishing experience

H: 239.695.2445  C: 239.269.3602
www.fishhuntcharters.com

(239) 300-3186

209 N. Collier Ave,
Everglades City,
FL
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EVERGLADES ADVENTURES |, Captain Katie House
UNFORGETTABLE MEMORIES  vwowence : . " Fishing the 10,000 islands
CHARTER FISHING © LODGING ® BOAT & KAYAK TOURS ’ - ) T and Everglades National Park
= g PERSONAL 5\ P,
e SERVICE L SR W - ’::- Half day, Full day,

’ e ) / ) Y2l 3/4 day and Kids trips
RUTHENTIC —— e e
EXPERIENCES 9. Instagram: the_capt.katie

2 Facebook: Evergladesfishing
charters

ADVENTURES — @ (239) 920-1735

@ &l ¥

R
CHARTER SIGHTSEEING
FISHING LORGING TOURS

PLANTATIUN ISLAND o Diposls s i, Uillons

. plantationislandadventures.com

Vg, ob,
SLapes crry - 790
&

Capt. Cody
McClelland
863-843-5901

OUTFITTERS 1o

Wl Guided Fishing Adventures

muddywateroutfitters26 @gmail.com

» Chokoloskee/1,000 Islands
o Lake Trafford- Immokalee
o Lake Okeechobee

Advertise for as little as $30/month. Contact us TODAY.
CALL 239-393-4991 OR 636-284-0638
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Mitchell D.
House Jr.

Mitchell “Mitch” Douglas House,
Jr., 61, of Everglades City, Florida,
passed away on May 14, 2026. Mitchell
was born on November 22, 1964, to
Mitchell Douglas House, Sr, “Doug”
and Alma Jean House. He was born
and raised in Everglades City and
graduated from Everglades City School.

After graduating, he obtained his
Master’s Captain’s license. He began
his career as a fishing guide before
going on to create Captain Mitch’s
Everglades Private Airboat Tours,
where he spent 34 years as owner and
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operator. At the close of his airboat

tour company in 2025, Captain Mitch
returned to his family roots as a fishing
guide. Spending a lifetime on the waters
of the Everglades, Mitch was proud of
his heritage and enjoyed sharing his
family history dating back to 1865.

Mitchell is survived by his wife,
Janette, his daughters, Kaitlyn House
and Kristin (John) Elsenheimer, his
parents Mitchell “Doug” House,

Sr. and Alma Jean House, sister,
Pamela (Bruce) Minton, and his
grandchildren William Mitchell
Lefort and Emmalynn Jean Lefort,
and several nieces and nephews.

Mitchell was preceded in death by
son-in-law Raymond L. Lefort, 111,

step-son Ryan Wells, grandparents
Lloyd Mitchell “Mutt” House,
Carrabelle Thompson House,
Walter Brown, and Beatrice
Williams, and great-grandparents
James Lloyd “Barrelhead” House
and Ethel Brown House.

Services will be held on Saturday,
May 30, 2026, at 11:00 AM at First
Baptist Church of Everglades City,
416 E School Drive, Everglades
City, FL 34139. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests donations be
made to Mitchell’s home church
First Baptist Church of Everglades
City, Florida, P.O. Box 550,
Everglades City, FL 341309.

June 2026 Mullet Rapper

Scholarships Awarded

Submitted

The Florida Stone Crabbers Association handed out scholarships at the
Everglades City High School awards on May 15. These students received
the scholarships: Jessica Cruz-Matias, Kelly Smallwood, Ava Ramos,
Olivia Demere, Hannah Levingston, Logan Wagner, Chase Stokes, and

Trenton Dampier.

Submitted Photos

The Florida Stone Crabbers Association handed out

scholarships at the ECS high school awards on May 15.
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The Man in the Swamp
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STORIES FROM
THE HEART

Pastor Jesse Wilson

If you live in the Everglades, you
have either seen him or heard of him.
Hair sometimes in a ponytail, barefoot
or wearing flip-flops. If you look in
the back of his SUV, you just might
find some pythons. Don’t worry, they
aren’t alive; he made sure of that
after he wrestled with them in his
quest to save the Everglades from an
invasion that began many years ago.

Dusty Crum goes by his other name,
the one that puts fear into pythons
across the Everglades: Wildman. It’s
also the name of his pizza place in
Everglades City, Wildman’s Pizza,
Pasta, and Pythons. It’s home to some
of the best pizza around. I have proof
it’s the best, too, because a few weeks
ago [ heard someone say, “Dusty, your
pizza is better than New York style
pizza, brotha!” Heard it with my own
two ears, and then I heard him say
he would be coming back. I’ve never
been to New York so I can’t compare
his pizza to what they serve in New
York, but I can say he makes a good
pie, and I would dare say it’s the best
pizza this side of the Mississippi!

The reason I can say that is because
I’ve been to the other side of the
Mississippi and had their pizza. It
was okay and good for folks living
on that side of the country. I’ve also
been to Italy and had pizza there,
too, and honestly, they need to take
some cooking lessons, cause what
they serve isn’t anything like the
cheesy, pepperoni-smothered pies
we make over here. So maybe I'm
a little biased, but Dusty spoiled
me with the pizza he offers.

Oh, and if you happen to catch
a python, you can bring that to
Wildman’s Pizza, Pasta and Pythons
and exchange it for a pizza. Where
else can you go and pay with cash,
credit, or python? While you’re

there, you can stop in the gift shop
and pick up some of the finest made
products around, made from Python
skin. It’s as soft as leather but prettier.
Before Wildman opened the pizza
place, he had his own television show
on The Discovery Network, called
Guardians of the Glades. Sounds

like a movie title, one that would
keep you glued to your seat and

your heart skipping some beats!

The show was fun to watch as well
as informative. The best part was
watching Wildman wrestling with
pythons who didn’t take too kindly
to a barefoot, fearless hunter jumping
on their back and wrestling with it
till he had it subdued and in a bag.

If you ever go to his pizza place,
you can see photos of the snakes in
the dining area, as well as watch some
videos of him doing what he does
best, outside of serving up some great
pizza, of course. And if he’s not too
busy, you can get a picture with him.
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Dusty with one of his pizza creations.
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everything, alligators, crocodiles, - -‘,"

deer, wild hogs, panthers, bears, | § )

the Skunk Ape, and one unique . =
Wildman. And I’m blessed to call
him a friend and a member of our
church. If he sees you broke down
on the side of the road, he’ll stop
to lend a hand, if you’re going
through something he’ll offer

a prayer, and if you’re hungry,
well, he’ll make you a pizza that
will put a smile on your face.

So the next time you’re craving
a pizza, or you find yourself
driving through Everglades
City, stop in at Wildman’s Pizza,
Pasta and Pythons, you just
might bump into the Wildman
himself, the man in the swamp.

Submitted Photos

The legendary Wildman.

Jesse currently pastors Chokoloskee
Family Church on Chokoloskee
Island along with his wife, Charity.
Their growing congregation keeps
them busy with local outreaches and

community events. They have two
grandkids who live in the area who
also attend their church, along with
their daughter and son-in-law.

ATM
Hardware
Medicine
Groceries

Beer & Wine
Meats
Fresh Produce
Greeting Cards

RIGHT CHOICE SUPERMARKET
/)

(239) 695-4535

104 S Buckner Ave, Everglades City, FL
www.RightChoiceSupermarket.com

Chokoloskee (1Y DOING LIFE TOGETHER

Famlly Church Service Times
Where Faith and Family ‘ Sunday: 10 am ¢ Sunday Renewal: 6 pm
Come Together q Wednesday Youth:7 pm

<

//g;:\Wednesday Bible Study:7 pm
f\\ ISAIAH 44:3

i “For | Will Pour Water On Him Who Is, And

Foods On The Dry Ground; | Will Pour
&

My SpiritOn Your Descendants
And My BLESSING On
Your Offspring”

——

.

i

1236 Demere Ln, Chokoloskee, FL 34138 | 239-232-0098
Islandchurch1913@gmail.com | www.chokoloskeefamily.com
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Color Bloom
By Patty Huff

Everglades City is ablaze with scarlet red Royal Poinciana trees! Chokoloskee

has more burnt orange colors, but just as spectacular! Seeing these beautiful
trees around town makes living with the mosquitoes worthwhile!

CLASS

to Dulce’s Café.

High School Students who are interested
in fulfilling their volunteer service hours
should also contact Patty Huff at 239-719-
0020

Everglades City

Camellia Street Grill
Open all week mam - 9 pm
239-695-2003

Chokoloskee Family Church
Sunday: 10 am
Sunday Renewal: 6 pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 pm

1236 Demere Lane Chokoloskeee

Triad Seafood Market & Cafe
Closed June 15 - October 1

Island Cafe
7 days per week 6 am - 9 pm

Photos by Patty Huff

Everglades
Community Church

239-695-0003

Chokoloskee Sun: 11 am Worship
101 Copeland Ave, Everglades City
HavAnnA Cafe - :
Summer Session First Baptist Church
June 14 through July 26 Sun: 9:45 am School, lam Worship

and 6 pm Service
Wed: 6 pm Bible Study
416 E School Dr, Everglades City

Thursday 11 am-10 pm Karaoke Night
Friday & Saturday 8 am-8 pm
Sunday 8am-3pm

Second Floor Studio Apartment with
WiFi, washer/dryer, screened in porch,

fully furnished in Everglades City for an
annual rental. Great location. Questions:

Email: bonniewoodward@gmail.
com or call 239-860-6369.

Office Help - Customer service
Computer skills. Full time, 8:00 am
to 4:00 pm. Call 239-695-2414

Everglades Lions Club
2nd Thursday of the month | 6 pm
September - June
Jinkins Fellowship Hall behind
Everglades Community Church
101 S. Copeland Ave, Everglades City
evergladeslionsclub®gmail.com

Rotates Everglades City Restaurants
snookcity@gmail.com (239) 719-0020

Goodland Civic Association

3rd Tuesday of the month | 6:30 pm
Goodland Community Center

417 Mango Ave, Goodland
(239) 776-1372

EC Airpark: (239) 252-6298
EC City Hall: (239) 695-3781
EC Public Library: (239) 695-2511
EC Trash Pickup: (239) 252-2380
EC Visitor Center: (239) 232-0473
Goodland Recycle: (239)252-2380
Mullet Rapper/Coastal Breeze
News Office (239) 393-4991.

Post Office
Everglades City & Chokolosee:
(239) 695-2174
Ochopee: (239) 695-2099
Goodland: (239) 394-7387

Local Parks
Big Cypress: (239) 695-2000
EVG National Park: (305) 242-7700
Fakahatchee Preserve:
(239) 961-1925
Buy, Sell, Trade & More!

Catholic Church Ladies Coffee
Right Choice 200 Datura St E, Everglades City Thursdays | 8:30 am
Supermarket Sunday Mass at 10:30
Daily 9 am —7 pm
(239) 695-4535 Goodland
Baptist Church

Glades Haven
General Store
Daily 9 am —7 pm
(239) 232-0486

Sun: 10 am Worship
Wed: 6 pm Bible Study
410 Mango Ave. Goodland

CLASSIFIEDS

Grimm’s Stone Crab

Copeland
(239) 695-3222

Baptist Church
908 Church Street, Copeland
Sunday Services: 11:00 AM-12:30 PM
Sunday School: 10:00-11:00 AM
Bible Study:
Wednesday 6:00-7:00 PM

Goodland.

Kirk Fish House
Last Day for Season!
June 2:10 am - 5 pm

If you enjoy meeting people from around
the world and telling them about our
wonderful community and the things to do
here, then you would enjoy volunteering at
the Everglades Area Welcome Center next

305 Storter Ave. S,Vacantlot. Saveimpact
fees and utilities because property was
previously improved. $120,000 possible
owner financing. 239-340-4770.

New Lower Classified
— Line Ad Pricing

- A 239/393-4993

e Goodk:

ULLET RAPPE

$ 1 o fo r u p t o FOR LEASE: Deep water commercial
dock and lot on Barron River. Premium
2 0 wo r s sought-after location at 909 DuPont
Stin Everglades City. Perfect for,
eco-tour business, commercial fishing
$ . 2 5 cents or even a restaurant with chickee bar

per word after

Send to Val@MulletRapper.com

Feel free to call with any questions!

and -Port of the Islands Lee/Big C

and tourist gift shop attraction. Newly
refurbished

Dock Available now. Email E010101@
aol.com, Call (727) 480-1640.




